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zeroone's stories
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In this edition of Artists Conversations,
zeroone founder Ludovica Rosi sits down with
Nobu Japaneese artists known for his Ikebana
signature.

N: I'm from Tokyo, Japan. My roots are in
traditional Japanese lkebana—the spirit and
philosophy behind it. Unlike many forms of
self-expression, lkebana is about learning
from and showing respect to nature. This
mindset is deeply tied to the identity of the
Japanese people. So, rather than expressing
myself, my focus is on honoring the materials
and bringing joy to those who encounter my
work.
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LR: How did your journey with lkebana begin, and
what inspired you to evolve within such a long-
standing tradition?

N: | was born into a family of Ikebana artists. My
grandmother founded our school, and now | serve as
the third-generation head. Our style can be traced
back to the mid-Edo period. After art school, |
entered the corporate world, but during a difficult
time, | returned to flower arranging to clear my mind.
That's when | truly connected with the philosophy
behind Ikebana—it gave me a sense of purpose. |
realized | had a mission to carry this tradition forward
as a living part of Japanese identity.
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